A brief report on the benefits derived by attending the 65™ International Statistical
Institute (ISI) World Statistics Congress (WSC) 2025

Venue: World Forum, The Hague, Netherlands
Dates: October 5-9, 2025

By Dr. S. M. Sunoj, Senior Professor, Department of Statistics, Cochin University of
Science and Technology, CUSAT

The 65th World Statistics Congress (WSC) was held at the World Forum in The Hague,
Netherlands, from October 5-9, 2025. With the generous travel support of the National
Board of Higher Mathematics (NBHM), I was fortunate to participate in this prestigious
event. Organized under the auspicious of the International Statistical Institute (ISI), the
IST World Statistics Congress is a premier biennial gathering that has been bringing together
statisticians, data scientists, official-statistics practitioners, and researchers from around the
globe since 1887.

The 2025 edition served as a dynamic platform for sharing and exchanging cutting-edge
research 1in statistical science, data science, official statistics, probability, biostatistics, survey
methodology, and related fields—fostering collaboration, innovation, and capacity building.
Key themes of the congress included the integration of artificial intelligence and machine
learning into statistical practice, innovations in official statistics and data integration, and
advancements in causal inference, Bayesian methods, network analysis, lifetime data
analysis, advanced statistical theory and foundation methods, statistics in business, finance
and economics, stochastic processes, and time series analysis. The congress also highlighted
impactful applications in health, environment, and agriculture, while addressing critical
social issues such as the inclusion of vulnerable populations and the use of data for social
good. A strong emphasis was placed on educational development, particularly sustainable
statistics training in developing countries, underscoring the congress’s commitment to
capacity building and promoting equity in global statistics.

The congress brought together over 2,000 participants from more than 100 countries,
representing academia, government agencies (such as central banks and statistical offices),
industry, and statistical societies across the globe. Attendees encompassed a wide spectrum
of sectors—including academia, official statistics, private industry, central banks, NGOs,
and statistical organizations—united to engage in a vibrant program featuring more than
260 sessions. There were 158 invited Paper Sessions and 86 Contributory paper Sessions in
the conference apart from award ceremonies and other sessions. List of keynote speakers
include Prof. Bhramar Mukherjee, Professor of Biostatistics and Professor of Chronic
Disease Epidemiology, Yale School of Public Health (YSPH), USA; Prof. Ionica Smeets,



Chair, Science Communication and Society Department at Leiden University, Netherlands,
and Ed Humpherson, Head, the Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR), UK. Some of the
important Invited sessions were on: Modelling economic and financial time series, Recent
advances in missing data analysis for health research, Boot strap bases statistical inference
for dependent data, Statistical methods for neuroimaging, Future of Al in official statistics,
Analysis of complex & High dimensional data, Causal inference for complex data,
Random matrix theory: Recent advances in theory and application, Unveiling the power of
mixture models in a data rich world, Regression models for lifetime data, Advances in
directional statistics etc. The World Statistics Congress hosted a forum of discussions
through invited paper sessions of several associations/groups under the International
Statistical Institute, such as International Association for Official Statistics (IAOS),
International Association for Statistical Computing (IASC), International Association of
Survey Statisticians (IASS), Bernoulli Society for Mathematical Statistics and Probability
(BS), International Association for Statistical Education (IASE), International Society for
Business and Industrial Statistics (ISBIS), The International Environmetrics Society (TIES),
Women 1n Statistics and Young Statisticians.

I organized an invited paper session entitled “Recent Advances in Probability Models and
their Applications” and presented my research work titled “Multivariate Leimkuhler curve:
Properties and Applications to Analysis of Bibliometric Data” in the session which was held
on 8™ October, 2025 during 10.50 am - 12.30 pm. The other speakers in the session were
Prof. Indranil Ghosh, Department of Mathematics and Statistics, North Carolina University
Wilmington, USA and Prof. Joby K Jose, Department of Statistical Sciences, Kannur
University, Kerala, India, each of them presented on the titles “Bayesian inference for two
nonstandard flexible families of bivariate Kumaraswamy models: Theory and applications’
and “Discrete Weibull geometric regression model and its applications” respectively. Dr. P.
G. Sankaran, Emeritus Professor, Department of Statistics, Cochin University of Science
and Technology chaired the session. The presentation was followed by an engaging
discussion addressing questions from the audience. It was truly exciting to attend the talks
of fellow researchers in the Lifetime Data Analysis sessions, with three sessions dedicated
exclusively to this theme. The conference provided an excellent platform for building a
global network for knowledge exchange. As expected, I had the opportunity to interact with
many eminent scholars from diverse fields and engage in enriching discussions. It also
opened doors for potential collaborations with researchers working in similar areas, which I
believe will strengthen my research skills and inspire new directions. Overall, my
participation in the conference allowed me to explore the subject in greater depth, and I am
confident that this experience will help me grow into a more effective teacher and
researcher.



The organizing committee also arranged different types of social programs and gatherings.
On Sunday (October 5) the opening ceremony was taken place at the King Williem
Alexander auditorium, at World Forum concluded with a traditional music party, which
highlights the Dutch cultural history. It was followed by the networking reception with high
tea at the lobby Queens Maxima. On Tuesday 7", there was meeting of ISI committees on
Women in Statistics designed to connect, network and celebrate women in statistics over
drinks and discussion tables, which was an incredible experience. The notable presentations
include, the award ceremony of Jan Tinbergan prize for young statisticians presented to Mr.
Tarikul Islam from Bangladesh and his presentation on ‘Causal Inference with Misclassified
Exposure: Correcting the IPW Estimator’ and the prestigious Mahalanobis international
award lecture by Prof. Victor M. Guerrero-Guzman, Emeritus Professor of Statistics at the
Instituto Tecnologico Autonomo de México (ITAM), Mexico. The journal sessions
arranged by ISI associations such as ISBIS, TAOS, Bernoulli Society, IASC were also highly
informative and intellectually engaging.

The 65" WSC gave an enormous exposure to my academic life. I am indebted to NBHM
giving me an opportunity to participate in the conference.

WORLD STATISTICS
CONGRESS

2025

THE HAGUE

With Prof. Victor M. Guerrero-Guzm, the recipient of Mahalanobis international award
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Presentation on ‘Multivariate Leimkuhler curve: Properties and applications to analysis of
bibliometric data’ at IPS Room Onyxx



