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ISSAD – 2026 is a network focusing on Vaccines, funded by the UK’s Medical Research 

Council (MRC) and Kenya medical research council (KMRC). Its members support 

challenge-led interdisciplinary research and aim to strengthen capacity for research and 

innovation within the UK and in low- and middle-income countries. ISSAD – 2026 is 

coordinated by Network Director Prof. Hellen Barsosio (London School of Hygiene and 

Tropical Medicine). 

The conference meetings had diligent talks and network meetings. 

Dr Preetham explored for the joint collobrations for GBS vaccine development for joint 

research on basic science, immunology, vaccinology. He presented his work on S.agalataciae 

vaccines as poster in the meeting. 

The network Director has agreed for the joint workshop in India to explore joint research 

opportunities under the ISSAD consortium. We will represent the same to the IGSTC and 

request for the workshop fund support. 

Invasive Group B Streptococcus Infections Caused by Hypervirulent Clone of S. agalactiae 

Sequence Type 283, Hong Kong, China, 20211 a similar study in fishes in India and joint 

grant opportunities has been discussed with colleagues Prof Paul T. Heath, Director of the 

Institute of Infection & Immunity & St George’s Vaccine Institute, London and with 

University of Putra, Malaysia. A joint proposal on One Health and AMR will be planned to 

be submitted to the next MRC, UK call. In this meeting, this was discussed elobrate with the 

objectives and other partners to be involed in the project. 

With the company ARCVAC and Minnerva, Denmark, we explored on the joint exchange 

visits and collobrating opportunities for the development of conjugated vaccines.  

The next ISSAD meeting is planned in Asian country and the opportunity to include CUSAT 

as one of the host partner was offered. Will need to discuss the funding opportunities and 

partnership opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo with the Network Director and Co-Director of the ISSAD Network 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group Photo of the ISSAD 2026 Meeting: 

 

 


