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IEMORANDUM OF UNDERST,

or Institutional Collaboration between

QCHIN UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, KERALA INDIA

ORGANISATION (BOBP-1GO)

This Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) made on this 17® day of .April 2024 between
“ochin University of Science and Technology, Kerala, India (Hereinafter referred to as
“CUSAT”) and Bay of Bengal Programme Inter-Governmental Organisation (Hereinafter
referred to as “BOBP- IGO”) by mutual consent The CUSAT and BOBP-IGO, collectively

referred to as the “parties”.

Whereas CUSAT providing various degree in the field of science, technology, humanities and
social science subjects at graduate, post graduate and doctoral levels. Since 1976, CUSAT
through the School of Industrial Fisheries is providing various post graduate programmes in
the field of industrial fisheries and seafood safety & trade at postgraduate and doctoral levels,
and conducting research, technology development, extension, and consultancy services in the |
area of marinefinland fisheries, fishing technology, fisheries management, aquaculture,
omnamental fisheries, seafood processing, food safety, value addition, fish marketing, !
livelihood of fishers, coastal zone management, fisheries economics, international trade and E

fish business management.

Whereas BOBP-IGO:  The Bay of Bengal Programme Inter-Governmental Organization
(BOBP-1GO), set up in 2003, is a unique regional fisheries body, specifically mandated to
assist the member countries in increasing the livelihood opportunities and improving the N

quality of life of the small-scale/ artisanal fisher folk in the Bay of Bengal region. The current




members of the Organisation are Bangladesh, India, Maldives and Sri Lanka while Indonesia,

Malaysia, Myanmar and Thaxland are cooperatmg non-contractmg parties.

The core objectives of the BOBP- IGO are to increase awareness and knowledge of the needs,
benefits and practices of marine fisheries management; enhance skills through training and
education; transfer appropriate technologies and techniques for development of the sm all-scale

fisheries; establish regional information networking; and promote women's participation in

marine fisheries value chain.

The Organisation evolved from the erstwhile Bay of Bengal Programme of the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQ) of the United Nations (UN) founded in 1979. Over four
decades of operation, the Organisation has worked closely with the whole-range of the
stakeholders including the R&D Institutions to develop pathways to capacity enhancement for
a sustainable future of the regxon It has set international benchmarks in execution of programs

and activities in the held of small-scale ﬁshenes that has translated mto measurable benefits
for the member countries.

The Objective of this MOU is to express the willingness of both parties to engage in an
effort to develop academic collaboration between both parties and facilitate student exchange;
faculty exchange for teaching and research; collaborative research and publication; orgamzmo‘
joint training programmes, conference, seminars, symposm and workshops and developing
other mutually beneficial programs. :
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BOBP-IGO and CUSAT desire and intend to develop co-operation and collaboration

in research, policy advocacy, capacity building, training, education and other acreed
that further the following aims and objectives of both the parties, as within the limitations of
the concerned Institutions’ resources, policies and procedures. Subject to the availability of

manpower and other facilities, the parties hereby agree to extend their cooperation on the
following activities:

activities

2.1. To encourage and use their reasonable ende

avours, visits from one Institution to the
other by -the «

staff members for parhcnpatmg in teaching; training,

research for
development programs and other agreed activities.



_To develop joint work programs through knowledge networks with clear objectives

to
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and targets, implementation mechanisms, roles and responsibilities, and resource

contributions.
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_To jointly explore external funding opportunities through project proposal
development, thus enabling both parties to expand and extend their collaborative
activities.

24 To institute an enabling mechanism for exchange of students and researchers

between the School of Industrial Fisheries, CUSAT, BOBP-IGO and organizations

from the member countries

to
N

To encourage the exchange of scientific material, publications and information,

within the overall institutional governance frameworks.

26. To conduct jointly subject-matter lectures and organizes symposia, seminars,

workshops, etc.

her Assistance:

2. Teéchnica
For the successful implementation of the agreed activities, the parties hereby agree to

share the following technical and other assistance:

3.1. Collabarative Research Netweorks: Both parties shall facilitate in forming research
networks comprising researchers (faculty/ scientists/ scholars) from their own
organization and also from their pre-established partnerships, including those from
other countries.in the region. . ~

3.2. Virtual Research / Policy Circles: Both parties shall undertake joint research studies
in prioritized areas by leveraging their respective strengths. The IGO shall facilitate
in forming thematic circles comprising the researchers from both parties along With
the researchers from other countries in the region.

3.3. Joint Capucity Building Programs. Both parties shall liberally t‘aéilitatein enabling

the pool of 'experts under their rolls and also in their networks to be part of the
capacity building/training programs as resource programs in the joint or independent

programs conducted by the respective parties.

3.4. Research Ieltows: The scholars pursuing research for their academic programs in
the field of incjustrial fisheries, fisheries management, fisheries economics and social
sciences shall undertake research on regional / global sustainable fisheries

management and associated livelihood and policy issues under the guidance of




internal or external expert networks of the IGO as a part of regional network projects

implemented by BOBP.

3.5. Exchange of Resources: Both pamce shall jointly develop. a framework for short-
term faculty/researchers/students cxchange between the research and academic
organizations located in the region. Further, the University shall earmark few seats
in their graduate, post graduate and Ph. D. programs as sponsored seats for admission
to the students from the BOBP member countries. BOBP shall facilitate in
developing. a reciprocal mechanism in the organizations in the member countries,

through the respective governments.

3.6. Shaving Fspert Nervices: The quality of the services of communication and
documentation unit of BOBP are well recognized, which are availed by many
national and international organizations on specific charges. BOBP shall extend its
services as a Communication Partner for the University, for its

events/programs/activities, on tailer-made specialized terms.

a) Each Party hereby agrees to obtain prior permissions which are necessary for carrying out
their respective part of the activities mentioned in this MOU from the concerned authorities.

b)The Parties also agrees to carry out their respective part in good faith and in accordance

with the laws and regulations in force for the time being.

= Profits and Loss

In case of any profit/loss arises from the collaboration between the parties as per this MOU,
generally it should be equitably shared.

& Canrdination:

In order to carry out and achieve the objectives of this MOU, each parties will appoint an

- appropriate person to represent them and to coordinate the agreed activities.

7. Confidentialify

Each Parties hereby agrees that the contents of this MOU and the details of various negotiations
for the purpose of implementation of activities mentioned in this MOU remain strictly
confidential. Each Party hereby undertakes not to disclose the same to any third P

arty, except
after obtaining written consent from the other party.
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2. Intellectual Property Righis?

any collabm atwe research activities under this

The Parties hereby agrees that, in case of :
sted 'with the CUSAT.

MOU result in any form of intellectual ploperty the samu will be ve

Validity:

This MOU will be valid initially for a period of Five years and the validity can be further

extended by mutual agreement between the parties for the expiry of its validity.

o Amendoents

The Parties can at any time modify/amend the terms of this MOU, on mutual consent by a

written agreement signed by the authorised representatives of each parties.

Termination of m}i
a)This MOU may be terminated by Parties, upon prior notice g’iven to the other in writing not
Jess than three months before the intended date of termmatlon .
b) In case of a breach by one of the parties, the other party may terminate the MOU with
immediate effect. However a notice to that offect should be served to the other parties.
c) In case of termination, both parties should ensure that, such termination should not
adversely affect the interest of parties.
d) The specific terms of this MOU do not preclude the development of future collaborative

ventures or projects not mentioned in this document.

s/Difference:

2. Disputess
In case of any dispute/differences arise in relation to the terms and conditions of this MOU,
the parties should resolve the same through mutual negotiations and any litigation based on

such disputes are subject to the jurisdiction of competent Courts at Ernakulam District.

3. Force Majeure

Neither Party shall be liable to the other Party in respect of any loss caused to such party on

account of circumstances beyond the control of such party.




In agreement with the above terms of collaboration, the Parties have caused this MOU to be

executed through their authorised represent

2024.
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.. Dr.P.G. SANKARAN
Vice-Chancellor (ifc)
Cochin University of

Science and Technology
Kochi-682 022, Kerala, india

Date: / 7 /CL; /’fg:;f‘,q

In the presence of (Witness)
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P

Official Address . oo Sd/-

atives mentioned below on the 17" day of April

(Official Seal)

- Signed for and on behalf of of

Bay of Bengal Programime
inter-Governmental Or aanization

(BOBP-IGO) by

(%\\ \/ ,,,,,

e 2, %sw;%zzmv

Director

Date:

In the presence of (Witness)




