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COCHIN UNIVERSITY OF
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

(N W
This Memorandum of Agreement is made and executed on this 211 .......... day of ......... , Tw
Thousand Twenty Four

BETWEEN

L M PYLEE CENTRE FOR HOLYSTIC DEVELOPMENT OF KOCHI, Cochin University of Science
and Technology (CUSAT), Kochi 682022 {hereinafter referred to as LM Pylee Centre) which
expression shall include and be deemed to include its, executors, successors Of
administrators and assigns on the ONE PART

AND

KOCHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION (herein after referred to as KMC) which expression shall,
include and be deemed to include their heirs, executors, successors or administrators and
assigns) on the OTHER PART.

Hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Parties” or individual as the “Party”

WHEREAS KOCHI MUNICIPAL CORPORATION (KMC) is the local body responsible for the
governance and management of the city of Kochi.

Whereas CUSAT was established by the Act31 Of 1986 with one of the objectives as to
promote research in applied science, technology, industry, commerce, management and
social science for the advancement of knowledge and for the betterment of society.

NOW THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH AS FOLLOWS:

1. The Project

The LM.Pylee Centre for holistic development of Kochi will study and evaluate the
impact of the programs and policies implemented for the development of Kochi city in
various areas and will involve itself in identifying and nullifying cross impacts for a Holistic
development of the Kochi City. The L.M.Pylee Centre in association with KMC will also
provide consulting services and training to offices of the Government/local body officials in
the areas of planning, plan implementation and monitoring.
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Responsibility of both parties

Both parties will jointly plan, design and support the implementation of the
HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT OF KOCHI.

L.M. Pylee Center for Holistic Development of Kochi CUSAT :

1. Will create a system within the University by mobilizing teachers of various
disciplines, research scholars, students, staff and eminent retired faculties and the
like in Applied Research and study on the following problems faced by the city

Waste Management
Flood Management
Climate change management

Efficient Energy Management
Smart Governance

Smart Transportation ...etc.

. Offer consulting services to plan and implement projects for sustainable

development of the city

. Conduct various training programmes and awareness programmes for the

stakeholders including government officials, collaborating agencies and general

public.

. Develop Standard Operating Procedures for major initiatives of the corporation
. Provide trained and qualified student volunteers for carrying out major

developmental initiatives of the city

KMC

KMC, will facilitate the various activities associated with the planning and
implementation of various projects for the holistic development of Kochi among its different
Departments. The Centre for Heritage, Environment and Development (c-hed), the research and

development wing of the Kochi Municipal Corporation shall be the main coordinating agency of
the project for the KMC.

4. Will incorporate agencies for supporting the implementation.

5. Areas of focus

The relationship between a university and a city is a multifaceted one of distinct but
interrelating physical, social, economic and cultural dimensions. This link between
universities and cities are far broader and deeper than linking the world of theory and the
world of planning. Universities provide highly skilled graduates, world leading research,
technological innovation, and business support. They are physical sites that ‘connect
economic and community engagement’ and educate the workforce of tomorrow. The
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Cochin University will be able to provide a diverse range of expertise and specialisms,
mirroring the region and locality.

6. Objective: To combat climate change and to accelerate actions and investments
required for a more sustainable and resilient future for Kochi.

7. Short-Term Immediate Goals:

1. Flooding and water logging —

2.
3

a. Development of actionable and publicly available flood maps and consistent

city level data
b. Setting-up citizen friendly early warning system
c. To work amongst vulnerable communities to incre
and bottom-up adaptation.
Climate related analyses and planning
Climate change adaptation plan

ase disaster preparedness

8. Long Term Projects:

a) Developing a digital model for land use map of Kochi.

b) Statistical updates and projection on challenges (Climate change and flooding) for
each fiscal year.

c) Solid Waste Management Master Plan

d) Vector Control Action Plan

e) Tidal effect on Kochi

f) Analysis and plan for improving groundwater quality

g) Socio-economic and demographic survey

h) Bringing in International perspective to local problem solving using the knowledge of
social science, behaviour change, digital infrastructure, energy and other cross-
cutting disciplines. (Some of the research topics include Resilient Cities, Sustainable
Cities, Inclusive Cities and Smart Cities. )

i) Applied research projects with municipal officials each semester on topics such as
city planning, challenges faced by city, various Department, among others. The aim
will be to make realistic long-term preparations for urban expansion and fast track
reform and mitigate future challenges.

j) Translating the SDGs into student-led projects Student teams can take different
formats ranging from capstone projects, graduate-level research, challenge labs, and
summer cohorts.

9. Finance:

The Kochi Municipal Corporation with the approval from the Council will be able to support
financially the formulation phase of the projects noted above. The Kochi Municipal
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