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POLICY ON SUSTAINABLE AQUATIC FOOD SOURCING

1 PROLOGUE

Cochin University have a strong pohcy to ensure that food on campus that comes from

aquatic ecosystems is sustainably and properly harvested l'his policy appiies to ali food

sen'ice operations, caieterias, and procurement actiliDes lE\aled \D aqua[t {ood ?rodt\c\s

rvirhin CUSA'f, bindlng on all staff, snrclcnts, and conlracted food scrvicc providtrs'

2 OBJECTIVE
'Iot)Ilsurelhata]laquaticlborJproductsprocurcdandservedwithinthoLrnivcrsitl'catlptis

are sourced through sustainable harvtsring practjces wirile mailtlair.tillg elrvirotllllcrrtal

responsibility ancl social accountability.

3 POLICY PRINCIPI-ES

ll.1 Sustainable Sourcing Re quiremcuts:

o All seafood and aquatic lood ;:roducts mttst be sourced from suppliets who

demonstrate compliance with sustainable fishing practices

O I'riority shall be given to pio(lllcts from r:ertified aquacullure operaliolls arld

regulated c aPture Iisl't'r 'ns

I Avoid procirLcts obtairled throrlgh dcsi'nlct;ve lishirlg lnethods such as drill Ilr'ts

thal result in significant bycatch.

3.2 Environmental Considerations:

g L'.nsure minimal ncgative environmental impact from sourcing activitir:s

O Preference for products with eco-Labels atrd lowet carbon footpritlts

e Support suppUers implementing resource -efficient practices
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3.3 Supplier Requirements:

3 Suppliers must demonstrate ESG (Environmental, Social, ancl Governance)

compliance

3 Regular monitoring and evaluation of supplier practices

a| Documentation of sustainable harvesting methods and supply chain transparency

3.4 Local Sourcing:

a Prioritiz.e local suppliers where feasible

O Support small and medium enterprises in the local fishing community

O Reduce transportation-related environmental impact

4. IMPLEMENTATIONANDMONITORING

4.1 Research and Development:

j Conduct regular research on sustainable aquatic food sources

a Monitor food supplies from aquatic sources

O Assess environmental impact of procurement practices

4.2 Stakeholder Engagement:

a Collaborate with academic community for guidance on best practices

O Regular consultation with sustainable fishing experts

a Engage with-suppliers for continuous improvement

5. R-EVIEW AND UPDATES

O Annual review of policy effectiveness

O Regular updates to align with evolving sustainable pracrices

O Continuous improvement of procurement outcomes

6, COMPLIANCE

All procurement activities must comply with this policy in conjunction wirh other

university procurement procedures and relevant regulations. This policy shall be reviewed

annually and updated as necessary to

sustainable practices.

effectiveness and alignment with
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