
ONE DAY WORKSHOP ON SUSTAINABILITY

To mark National Legal Services Day, the Cochin University Legal Aid Clinic organized a one-day

workshop on "Local Self-Governance: Shaping Sustainability Through Transformation" on November 9,

2023. The workshop explored the pivotal role of local self-governance in driving sustainable development.

Participants from various backgrounds discussed strategies for promoting sustainable practices, addressing

local challenges, and empowering communities through effective governance.





Report on the National Legal Services Day Debate Competition on Environmental Advocacy and
Activism

Introduction

The School of Legal Studies at Cochin University of Science and Technology (CUSAT), in collaboration
with the District Legal Services Authority (DLSA), Ernakulam, organized a thought-provoking debate
competition in commemoration of National Legal Services Day on the 9th of November, 2023. The event
was part of the broader "Green Campus Initiative" and aimed to foster critical discussions on the evolving
role of environmental advocacy and activism in shaping sustainable futures. This competition provided an
excellent platform for law students and participants to voice their opinions, present arguments, and engage
in a constructive dialogue on the significance of environmental protection within legal and governance
frameworks.

Debate Topic: Corporate Greenwashing: Ethical Business Practice or Deceptive Marketing Strategy

The debate revolved around the contentious issue of corporate greenwashing, focusing on whether it can be
viewed as an ethical business practice or merely a deceptive marketing strategy. With the increasing
emphasis on sustainability, many corporations have taken to branding themselves as eco-friendly or "green"
without necessarily adhering to the principles of sustainable development. This practice, often termed
"greenwashing," has been criticized for misleading consumers and compromising genuine efforts toward
environmental conservation. The debate explored both sides of the argument, delving into legal and ethical
perspectives and discussing the role of regulation and consumer awareness in addressing this critical issue.


